
Durweston CE VA Primary School 

Parent Forum Meeting 

14th September 2016 

6.30 – 7.30 pm at the School 

Lead by Mrs Brooke 

 

11 parents present including Phil Legg, Parent Governor  

 

 Timing of Parent Forum meeting ; Mrs Brooke asked and it was agreed that it was a good idea to 

have some morning and some evening meetings to catch all parents.  

 

 Mrs Brooke was discussing the two main concerns voiced in the last Parent Survey.  46 families 

responded.  High level on concern regarding (1) lack of communication and (2) feedback on the 

pupils’ progress.  This was especially disappointing as these were the same two areas Ofsted had 

noted from the last inspection. 

 

 Mrs Brooke ran through all the ways school currently communicates with the parents (topic 

plans and curriculum letters termly; communication books; weekly newsletters; endless texts; 2 

x parent’s evenings; suggestions box; Parent’s Forum)  and asked for any further suggestions . 

Several parents voiced how much improved this had been in recent months, no further 

suggestions were made. 

        

 Mrs Brooke then ran through the ways the school responds to concerns (communication books 

monitored  daily; concerns noted in red folders in classrooms and  monitored weekly ; open 

door policy; opportunities at the beginning and the end of the day to discuss small matters; 

appointments for longer conversations). 

 

 Parents voiced how brilliant it was to see the whole staff photo on the PTA noticeboard and in 

the school reception ; a picture of Mrs Brooke was requested and also whether it would be 

possible to add the picture to the school website.  A few years ago a parent recalled seeing 

drawings of the staff carried out by the children on the website and how lovely this was ; 

suggested that maybe that could be done again ? 

        

 SPORT comments from parents on how the sports had changed; now using Premier Sports.  

Concern raised about the price of the football for boys. Mrs Brooke explained that she thought 

the price was similar to last year (£3 per session/£30 per term) and that the school had 

deliberately tried to keep the cost the same.  She apologises if she got this wrong. The girl’s 

football is free because the person running it isn’t asking for any money to do so.  A second 

person is coming to run the football as from next week. 

 

 Clock and rubbish bin at front gate suggested ; PTA may be asked to fund 

 



 Helen Yorukoglu suggested that Homebase might be looking for a local school to help with 

community projects. Mrs Brooke said we would be very interested in help with the outdoor 

area. Mrs Sutherland, who has taken responsibility for the outside area, is going to speak to 

Helen. 

 

 

 The school is hoping to have guinea pigs in the old vegetable garden which has been flattened 

and is going to be seeded this autumn. Hopefully it will be ready next spring.  

 

 The school would like tractor tyres x 3 with trees planned to replace the ship ; Hannah Coombes 

said she thought their farm could help. 

 

 Parent asked question as to whether cross country club would be logging their miles ; half 

marathon again ; Mrs Brooke to remind Mrs Santer ; 2 parent helper found. 

 

 Suggestion of Years R – Y3 netball club. Mrs Brooke will discuss with Miss Stirk and Mrs 

Hopcroft. 

 

 KS2 don’t have free fruit in class; Mrs Brooke to send out reminder to parents that they can 

bring in own fruit in separate container to go in tray. 

 

 

 Water bottle and toilet breaks ; issue raised. Mrs Brooke explained that in KS1 children have 

free access to both but as the children get older, they are encouraged to take their breaks at 

appropriate break times.  

 

 A parent voiced concern about typos/errors on newsletters now and historically ; Mrs Brooke to 

arrange proof reading. 

 

 Water cooler removed from library area ; Mrs Brooke explained it was due to the ongoing 

expense. 

 

 ‘Wake & Shake’ sessions stopped due to lack of room in the hall and because Mrs Johnston and 

Mrs Brooke believe Yrs 5 & 6 need early morning time to work.  Mrs Saint and Miss Stirk are 

trialling a new session which may be rolled out across the school if it’s working. 

 

 Paralympic local runner racing Fri 16 Sept ; can the classes watch the race ; parent to inform Mrs 

Brooke of exact details. 

 

 Harvest Festival ; 22nd Sept not 22nd Oct. The students will be making soup from the fresh 

produce as the Foodbank do not accept fresh food. 

 

 A parent voiced a concern about communicating accidents, not just head injuries being 

reported.  Lunchtime staff have been asked to communicate with class teachers incidents that 

take place on the playground. 



 

 


