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Admissions Criteria

Handy Paws operates a waiting list system for children who want to attend the pre-school. Sessions will be allocated for a period of 1 school year from September to September. 

Mid-year admissions may be possible if spaces are available. Any changes to the agreed days will require consultation with the staff in the school office and will be at their discretion. Requests for changes and/or further sessions will be accommodated where possible, as long as spaces are available and invoices have been paid in full.  
Where the pre-school is oversubscribed (there are more applicants than places available) places will be allocated in accordance with the following criteria and in the following order.
Over-subscription criteria for Handy Paws Pre-School are as follows:

1. Children already in Handy Paws.
2. Children in Care – a looked after child (as defined in Section 22 (1) of the Children Act 1989) or a child who was previously looked after but then became subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order.

3. Children living in1 the catchment area2 with a particular medical, social or compassionate reason for attending the pre-school, supported by a Doctor, Education Welfare Officer or Social worker. Details of this must accompany the initial application.

4. Children living in1 the catchment area2 who will have a sibling already attending the school or Handy Paws pre-school at the time of admission.  This includes step, half and foster siblings and children of couples who have registered a civil partnership.

5. Children living in the catchment area  with no siblings in the school or Handy Paws but who are due to start school in the following September.
6. Children living in1 the catchment area2 but with no siblings currently attending the school or Handy Paws pre-school.
7. Children living outside the catchment area who will have a sibling already attending the school or Handy Paws pre-school at the time of admission. 

8. Children who are baptised members of the Church of England and who attend Church, having done so for at least the previous 6 months, at least once a month3. 

9. Children of other Christian churches, which are members of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (ctbi.org.uk), who worship at their Church at least once a month4. 

10. Children by date of birth

11. Children living outside the catchment area who do not qualify under one of the criteria above based on distance from school.

If there are two or more children with the same priority for admission then a decision will be made on a first-come, first-served basis. Admission forms will be marked on receipt by the school office with date and time received.

If too few places are available to satisfy demand after the application of the above criteria, places will be allocated on the basis of the closeness of the child to the school defined by straight line measurement using the County mapping system.
1 Evidence may be requested to show the address, for example: to which any Child Benefit is paid or at which the child is registered with a medical GP together with recent utilities bill, council tax bill or tenancy agreement.  This evidence will be used when reaching a decision on the child’s home address for admissions purposes (including where a child lives with parents with shared responsibility for each part of the week).
2The catchment area includes Durweston, Bryanston (excluding Lower Bryanston) and Stourpaine (including France Hill).
3/4  A supporting letter from your church vicar/ leader is required to confirm church attendance/ being part of the regular congregation.
