
‘Feed the mind, nurture the spirit, free the imagination’ 
Stand true in what you believe. Be courageous, be strong. And do everything with love.  1 Corinthians  16: 13-14 
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Autumn Term 2020 
Sharks Year 4 and 5 

Dear All, 

Welcome back to a brand new academic year!  

For those of you with a child returning to Sharks as a 

year 5, welcome back and apologies – you will have 

had heard much of this before. Your children 

however, are going to be a valuable asset to the 

dynamics of our class. They matured beautifully last 

year (I make them sound like cheddar, sorry!) and I 

know I will be able to rely on them to guide and 

support the year 4s.  

Sharks is a fairly big step up from what the children 

have been used to, the biggest being the level of 

independence we expect the children to develop. 

However, no class has ever let us down or proved us 

wrong. With gentle encouragement, they learn to 

communicate messages to us, organise their 

belongings, bring in what they need each day and 

complete homework independently and to a good 

standard. I’m confident this year will be no different. 

As always, if there is ever anything you need more 

clarity on or would like to discuss further or you’d like 

to tell us about something that is working really well, 

please don’t hesitate to contact me on: 

jsaint@durweston.dorset.sch.uk  

How you can help 

It is essential that the children read most days (at least 4 

times a week if not). To challenge them and broaden 

their vocabulary, their choice of books needs to vary 

beyond Holly Webb, David Walliams, Diary of a Wimpy 

Kid and Tom Gates, which I know the children are keen 

to read. Sharks class library has a good selection from 

which to choose but I have also compiled a varied wish 

list here on Amazon: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2XQ13M8ND

S9X1?ref_=wl_share  

By all means, use this list to provide books for your 

child. However, what would be even better is if you 

purchased a title for Sharks to own (the address details 

are already set up) which would allow the whole class to 

benefit from it. Obviously the more people who take 

part, the greater the choice of books available for your 

child, at the cost of just one book to yourself.  

We’re very happy to place a book plate inside the front 

cover to acknowledge your kind donation. 

Just a suggestion – Not compulsory!! 

If you sign up to easyfundraising 
(https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/durweston
cevaprimaryschool/ ) then we will receive money for our 
school also!  
 

As well as Reading, more Homework includes… 

Spellings will be set on a Monday and tested the 

following Monday. The children are responsible for 

sticking their list in their spelling book. If they are 

away on this day, lists are also available on Spelling 

Shed, which every child has an account for. Spelling 

homework consists of two given tasks, a spelling 

shed assignment and corrections from any that were 

incorrect in their previous test.  

The children are also expected to read most days; 

minimum of 4 times a week. As well as 4 entries in 

their reading record (written by them) we also ask 

the children to complete a VIPERS task. These are 

modelled in class and examples are given in their 

reading record.  

Additionally, the National Curriculum requires all year 

4 children (and those year 5s that don’t!) to know 

their multiplication facts up to 12x12 by the Summer 

Term. Learning tables starts in Year 2, so there should 

only be a few to secure by Year 4. Disappointingly, 

the DFE have decided to test the children on these in 

June each year but we just see it as another 

opportunity for the children to shine. I have put 

together a booklet of ideas for practising tables if you 

find yourself short of inspiration.  Homework must 

include their Maths shed assignment each week. 
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 History - What did the Vikings want in 
Britain and how did Alfred stop them 
getting it? 
 

What was the ‘terror’ that appeared 
in Britain on June 8th 793? 
 

Why was the design of their longships 
so important to the Vikings? 
 

What were the two treasures that 
most Viking Norsemen wanted from 
Britain? 
 

Viking horned helmets – historical 
fact or myth? 
 

Why is Alfred the only King or Queen 
of England to have ‘the Great’ after 
their name? 

 

Art – Exhibiting in miniature 
 

Drawing dragons in eggs and using 
was resist and ink. Use a 
combination of sculpture and 
photography to prepare a class 
exhibition of Viking artefacts, in 
miniature. 

Music – Recorders 
 

Learning the basics behind playing the recorder 
whilst learning simple notation and evaluating 
performances. There will be opportunities to 
improvise and compose as well.  

PE – Tag Rugby and Gym 
Please wear kit to school on a 
Monday 
 

Learn how to catch and throw 
while both stationary and on the 
move. Develop skills of tagging 
and sidestepping as well as 
making tactical decisions about 
when to make passes and tags. 
Learn the skill of intercepting, 
following the offside rule and 
have the opportunity to play a 
mini-tournament to put newly 
developed skills into practise. 
 
Learn how to perform a variety 
of floor and vault movements 
including straight jump full turns, 
cat leap half turns, straddle rolls, 
lunges into cartwheels and the 
straddle on vault while 
developing an understanding of 
the necessary flexibility, strength 
and control needed to perform 
the movements successfully.  
 

Computing – Digital Literacy 
 
 

Explore what it means to be 
responsible to and respectful of 
offline and online communities 
and think critically about the 
information we share online. 
Consider that we may get 
online messages from other 
kids that can make us feel 
angry, hurt, sad, or fearful and 
identify actions that will make 
us able to stand up to 
cyberbullying. Learn strategies 
to increase the accuracy of 
keyword searches and about 
plagiarism.  

Design and Technology – Shell 
Structures 
 

Investigate a collection of different 
shell structures and take them apart, 
identifying and discussing parts of a 
net including the tabs. Use kit parts 
with flat faces to construct nets and 
demonstrate skills and techniques of 
scoring, cutting out and assembling. 
Use different ways of stiffening and 
strengthening shell structures. 

Science 1 – What’s the Matter? 
 

Discover the difference between 
Solid, Liquid and Gases. Investigate 
what happens in a jug of water when 
ice is added and what happens in a 
bowl of ice cream with chocolate 
sauce. Discover the mysterious 
process of evaporation that is 
invisible but essential to life on Earth. 
Investigate the water cycle by 
creating a sealed indoor garden that 
you never have to water. 
 

Science 2 – Electric Personalities 
 

Look at a selection of devices 
and appliances and explore the 
many different functions they 
have. Discover a mysterious fact 
about electricity and the way it 
flows. Which materials allow 
electrical currents to pass 
through them and which do not? 
Decide what sort of working 
electric personality we will make 
and draw a circuit diagram to 
explain how to put it all 
together. 
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RE -  
What is it like to follow God? By 
learning the story of Noah, the 
children will think about what it 
is like to follow God. They will 
learn about the promises God 
has made and the promises 
Christians make at weddings.  
They will make links between the 
story of Noah and how we live in 
school and in the wider world. 
 

French - On the Move  
We will learn to talk about 
transport, direction and 
movement.  The children will learn 
to conjugate the high-frequency 
verb ‘to go’ and use it in context. By 
the end of the unit all children 
should be able to: • name some 
types of transport; • use Je… and 
Tu… correctly in a simple sentence; 
• respond to simple instructions for 
direction and movement; • follow 
simple directions to find a place on 
a map. 

PSHRE – Safety First 
 

Consider what it means to take 
responsibility for our own safety 
including the decisions we make 
and how we can stand up to peer 
pressure in a range of situations. 
Learn about everyday risks, hazards 
and dangers and what to do in 
different situations. Learn about 
road safety and dangerous 
substances; drugs (including 
medicines), cigarettes and alcohol. English 

 

Use Odd and the Frost Giants to 
explore settings and characters and 
write instructions on how to catch a 
Dragon using Cressida Cowell’s 
‘How to Train a Dragon’. Use 
spelling shed to help support our 
learning in spellings and read and 
listen to a variety of books for 
pleasure. 

Maths 
 

After recapping essential material 
from year 3 and 4, we will begin the 
year by rounding, comparing and 
ordering numbers as well as 
exploring negative numbers and 
roman numerals. We’ll move onto 
adding and subtracting 4 digit 
numbers with and without 
exchanging before finishing the 
term converting lengths of 
measurements, adding and 
subtracting lengths and calculating 
perimeters.  

School Values 
Courage – Discussing the courage 
shown by people in the past in difficult 
situations.  
Compassion – Learning about people 
around the world and their lives. 
Joy – Sharing our success and 
achievements together. 
 

 


