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Dear Parents, 

Hope you all enjoyed the half term break.  Am I the only one who’s found this week a real 

struggle?  Very glad it’s Friday and the sun is shining! 
 

Dig for Durweston? 

Would anyone be willing and able to spare some time to help do some work in our garden 

tomorrow?  We’ve a few jobs that we need a hand with. 

We’d like to dig out the bed on the top playground so as to make space to edge the border and 

then cover the ground with a layer of chippings of some sort. (We’re hoping then to design and 

make some totem poles to fill this space!) The plants and earth would go down to the insect 

border on the bottom playground.  
 

We’d like to paint the picnic tables, boat and fence to the quiet area with some wood 

preservative. We have the paint… 
 

As long as the weather is fine, Mrs Sutherland will be at school from 10am until about 3pm.   

Please let the office know if you are coming or leave a message on the answer phone. If you 

can’t do tomorrow, perhaps you might have a few hours spare at a different time? During the 

day would be fine or after school or at a weekend. We can be as flexible as you need.  Please 

come and talk to us if you think you can help. 
 

Here we come a-shroving! 

Tuesday is Shrove Tuesday and so it’s time once again for the annual Durweston tradition of 

Shroving.  Because of a bequest left by villager Valentine Rickman, every year the children of 

the school tour the village, sing the Shroving song and leave bunches of flowers on every 

doorstep.   When they have finished, they take the remaining flowers and leave them on Mr 

Rickman’s grave.  We then receive a small amount of money for the school.  (If we are really 

lucky, some of the villagers welcome us with pancakes, biscuits or other treats.) 

Please do come and join us if you would like.  All children need to bring a small bunch of flowers 

to school in the morning and we will start as soon after drop-off as we can. Each class takes a 

different part of the village so we are usually finished by 10.15am.  

  

 

mailto:office@durweston.dorset.sch.uk
http://www.durweston.dorset.sch.uk/


Durweston CE VA Primary School 
Durweston, Blandford Forum, Dorset 

DT11 0QA 
Tel: 01258 452277 

Email: office@durweston.dorset.sch.uk 
Website: www.durweston.dorset.sch.uk 

Head Teacher: Liz Wesley-Barker 

 

 

More flipping pancakes? 

Oh yes! On the same afternoon, the PTA are running a sponsored pancake flip. Who can be the 

flipping best in each class?  And in the whole school?  Sponsor forms went out before half 

term, but do ask in the office if you need another.  Perhaps we should have a special category 

for adults?  If you’d like to try your hand or just come and help, let the office know and we’ll 

pass on your details to Charlie Spiller who is in charge.   

 

Even more pancakes! 

Blandford Parish Church invites you and your family to their Pancake Party on Tuesday 28th 

February at the Parish Centre in Blandford. Doors open at 3.30pm and the fun starts at 

3.45pm. The afternoon will include games, refreshment, pancakes and fun for all ages! Party 

ends at 5pm. There is no need to book. For more details contact the Revd Jonathan Triffet on 

jonathan@bfpc.org.uk.  

 

The final countdown 

As we approach 8th May, it is time for our Year 6 children to start the final push towards their 

KS2 assessments.  To help them do as well as they possibly can, Miss Johnstone is running a 

SATS club on Monday and Friday lunchtimes from now until May 5th. This provides an 

opportunity for the children to bring their study books and get some help with the bits they 

are still finding tricky. They can work on things together and talk through their ideas. 

This is an optional club and children do not have to come if they are happy with their revision at 

home and do not need any extra support.  

 

Many of the other schools in the area are taking their year 6s off timetable in the run up to 

SATS, so that the children are only doing Maths and English. We are not doing that here as we 

believe that the children are entitled to and need a full curriculum every week of the year.  I 

would be interested to know what you parents think. Perhaps this is something we could discuss 

at a Parent’s Forum?  

 

Frozen Drumming? 

Not sure what to make of this one –the  Meridian corps of Drums, a youth Marching Band, are 

holding a Frozen themed fair at the corn exchange from 10 -12 at the Corn Exchange in  

Blandford  this Saturday, 25th Feb. Might be worth dropping in to see what they are doing?  

 

Coffee Morning 

Mrs Handy has also asked if we could remind you again about the coffee morning here at 

Durweston village hall from 10am – 12am on Saturday. She would love to see you there. 
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New faces 

Welcome to Leighton who has joined Porpoises this week from Archbishop Wake.  He sort of 

feels like someone we know already as he is cousin to Ryan, Leah and Marley.   Kyle in Sharks 

and who joined us from Branksome Juniors before half term told us this week that Durweston 

is the ‘best school ever.’  Thank you Kyle, we do try our best.  

 

Attendance 

Class This Week Whole 

school 

this 

week 

Whole 

school 

this year 
Starfish 93.18%  Poor  

Dolphins 96.45%  Good 

Seahorses 94.57% Poor 96.3% 

Good 

 

96.41% 

Good Sharks 96.88% Very good 

Porpoises 99.55% Outstanding 

 

Brilliant work from Porpoises. Well done 

 

That’s all for this week.  Storm Doris has passed and Lincoln City and Sutton are out of the FA 

cup.  Life marches on. 

 

Have a great weekend 

 

Nicola Brooke 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

New dates added in bold 
Tuesday 28th February, 9.30am Shroving in the village – more information to follow!  

Monday 6th March & Tuesday 7th March Parents meetings – Starfish, Seahorses, Porpoises 

Tuesday 7th & Thursday 9th March Parents meetings - Dolphins & Sharks 

Thursday 23rd March Spring welly walk  

Friday 31st March, 9am  Open morning  

Friday 31st March, 3.30pm   Craft Sale to raise money for Syrian refugees 

Thursday 6th April, 11am Easter Communion service     

Thursday 6th April, 1pm END OF TERM 

Friday 7th April TRAINING DAY  
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