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Dear Parents, 

 
I am sending out a letter today explaining the measures we would like to put in place regarding coronavirus.  
Nothing extreme, just lots of handwashing!   
 
SIAMS 

We are a good church school!  Following our inspection on 6th February, I am delighted to be 

able to tell you that we have been judged to be a good church school.   The inspection covered all aspects of 
school life including vision, leadership and academic outcomes, as well as looking at character development, 
spiritual development and the effectiveness of teaching in RE.  I am delighted to report that the inspector said 
that our children’s knowledge was excellent (the highest grade) and that our school is a place of care, 
compassion, joy and love.   
 
Feedback from the Diocese included….Being judged as ‘good’ demonstrates, yet again, that yours is a school 
where distinctive Christian vision is empowering children and adults to flourish. School life at Durweston is 
clearly happy! 
 
Book Week 

 
 
Thank you all for embracing so enthusiastically the great potato dressing enterprise.  If you haven’t yet seen 
the explosion of creativity, please do come and see the display of potatoes-dressed-as-book-characters that 
have been brought in this week. They are truly fabulous! 
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Thank you too for the splendid turn out at Books at Bedtime. I hope those of you who went to either of the 
workshops found them useful.  There seemed to be lots of book buying going on – great to see such 
enthusiasm for reading and also great as we get a little of the money back to buy more books for school.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
Mr Gilhams 40th anniversary 

 

Stephen Gillham visited on Tuesday to lead 
an assembly on Lent and was surprised to 
be presented with some flowers and wine.  
However, we had discovered that he led 
his first assembly at Durweston in 
December 1979, so has been coming to 
our school for over 40 years.  Definitely 
something worth celebrating! We hope to 
continue to welcome him into school for 
many years to come.  
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Writing Competition results 
I confess I wasn’t even aware that some of our children had entered the Esme Butler writing competition that 
was part of the Blandford Literary Festival. So imagine my delight when I discovered this week that children 
from our school had won 3 out of the 4 prize-winning entries with 2 further children receiving certificates for 
being shortlisted.  Fabulous work from Ella D, Arron RM, Jamie L, Izzy L and Leah F.   I am very proud of you all.  
 
Attendance 
 

Class Attendance this week (should be 96% +) 
Whole school 
this week 

Whole school 
this year (we 
need 96%+) 

Starfish 95%  

95.94%  96.05%   

Dolphins 98.18%  

Seahorses 96.55%   

Sharks 95.56%  

Porpoises 94.30%  

 

 
Next week Parents meetings  
We are looking forward to talking with you about your children’s progress next week. (Please remember to 
wash your hands!)  Please could we also ask you to complete a parent survey?  Parent View the OFSTED 
survey has been updated. Paper copies will be available on the day or you can complete it online here: 
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/  Thank you! 
 
Have a good weekend. 
 
Nicola Brooke 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
   
Monday 9th March, 2.30pm – 5pm   Parents Evening 
Wednesday 11th March, 3.30pm – 6pm  Parents Evening 
Thursday 12th March, 1.30pm – 2.30pm  Starfish parents meetings only 
Monday 23rd March    LAST WEEK FOR CLUBS 
Friday 27th March    Welly Walk  
Friday 27th March, 7pm    PTA Bingo evening 
Monday 30th March    Autism Week 
Wednesday 1st April     Sing Up concert at The Blandford School 
Thursday 2nd April, 9am – 10am    Open Morning   
Friday 3rd April, 11am     Easter Service at St Nicholas Church  
Friday 3rd April, 1pm    END OF TERM          
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