
Durweston CE VA Primary School -Special Educational Needs and Disability Report 2019-2020 

We are a rural school situated in the village of Durweston, North Dorset. It is close by the River Stour at the foot of 
the Blackmore Vale near to Blandford Forum. We aim to bring learning alive for children at every stage of their 

education. We strive to ensure that all children have the opportunity to 'Feed the mind, nurture the spirit, 
free the imagination’ allowing them to become confident individuals living fulfilling lives, and acquiring life skills 

to help them make a successful transition into adulthood. 

 

 

What kinds of 
Special 

Educational 
Needs are 

provided for? 

In our school, we cater for a variety of needs, these include; Speech and Language communication, 
Specific Learning Needs such as dyslexia and word sound disorder. Social, emotional and mental health 
needs, designing and delivering behaviour support plans and including self-regulation breaks into the 

day. We also have a qualified ELSA and we use ‘Motional’ to support our tracking and planning of 
specific activities to support children. Cognition and Learning, including specific learning packages 

designed to meet the needs of the child. Physical and Sensory Needs which include brain breaks and 
sensory activities such as gym ball work and putty play. 

How do we 
identify and 

assess children 
and young 

people with 
SEND? 

Prior to starting school, a child may have already been identified with a Special Educational Need or 
Disability. Where this is the case, we work closely with parents and supporting agencies to ensure 

transition into school is as smooth as possible. 

As a school we identify and assess pupils with special educational needs by; 

 Talking to parents and the child 

 Using prior information from previous settings 

 Formal test results 

 Key Stage results 

 Using the school tracking system, to collect and analyse data half-termly 

 Observation and feedback from teaching staff 

 Referrals from parents/carers/outside agencies 

 Assessments of reading, writing, spelling, phonics and maths 

 Results from outside professional screening tests such as a dyslexia or dyscalculia assessment 

 Verbal and observations linked to mental health and well-being/ Boxall profile 

Where a child is then identified as not achieving age related expectations (ARE) or they are making less 
than expected progress, or if they are finding it difficult to make friends or behave appropriately, we 

will in the first instance, approach the child, child’s parents/carers to discuss our concerns. In 
agreement with parents, we will identify the specific issue/issues that are preventing the child from 

making progress. We use the Dorset Graduated Response to SEND support, which gives us guidance 
on the four categories within the SEND Code of Practice and placing children on the SEND Register. This 

gives the class teacher, parents/carers and the child, a clear vision of the support that is being given 
and what the next steps will be. The provision may involve: adapting the classroom, the outside 

environment or involving outside agencies to meet a child’s needs. 

At the initial stage of identification and throughout the assessment process, we will involve the young 

Our School Vision 
Our school values the individuality of all our children. We are committed to giving all of them every opportunity to make 
the best possible progress and achieve the highest standards they can. We aim to foster a positive attitude to learning that 
will continue for the rest of their lives. 
We do this by: 
 

 Recognising pupils’ varied life experiences and needs 

 Developing their feelings of self-worth and celebrating their achievements  

 Nurturing the child to enable them to be the best they can 

 Offering an accessible and inclusive curriculum and environment for all pupils 

 
We have high expectations for all our children; the achievements, attitudes and well-being of our children matter. This 
policy helps to ensure that our school promotes the individuality of all our children irrespective of ethnicity, attainment, 
age, disability, gender or background.  



person and keep parents/carers informed. 

A review process follows this so that support can be continued, adapted, or ended, depending on the 
outcomes.  For further information please refer to our SEND Policy 

Accessibility At the classroom level, all children are planned for so that they can access the curriculum regardless of 
their need or the subject being taught. We are committed to adapting physical resources, teaching 
styles and techniques and following advice from any professional body or recognised advisory service 
so that children with SEND have equality of access. Please refer to our Accessibility Policy. 

We ensure that our Admissions Policy does not discriminate against children who have been identified 
with a Special Educational Need or Disability. We also wish to ensure that our curriculum and our 
building do not discriminate against children with Special Educational Needs or a Disability. Within this 
report, you will find information about how we identify children’s needs and the wide range of 
provision that we offer to support children with SEND.  

How do I contact 
the SENDCo?  

 

Our school SENDCo is Mrs Tara Kirwin and her usual working days are Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. Mrs Kirwin can be contacted by phone, via the school email, her school email address. She 
has an open door policy. 
Tel: 01258 452277  

School Email-office@durweston.dorset.sch.uk 

Mrs Kirwin’s email-tkirwin@durweston.dorset.sch.uk 

Arrangements for 
consulting 
children and 
young people 
with SEND and 
involving them in 
their education 

 

A child completes a profile page, which helps us to gain a holistic picture of them. The profile includes 
likes/dislikes, friends and what they feel they may need help with. Class teachers discuss individual 
targets and involve them in this process. Children that are on the SEND Register have their Learning 
Journeys stuck into the back of relevant books, so that the child, class teacher and TA can continually 
be reminded of their outcomes and track steps of progress and achievements.  

Children with EHC Plans are asked to share their views and feelings on a profile page as part of the 
initial and review process. 

Arrangements for 
consulting 
parents of 
children with 
SEN/D  and 
involving them in 
their child’s 
education 

Where we have an initial concern, the child’s teacher will approach you to discuss concerns and next 
steps. Every child’s case is responded to on an individual basis to best meet their specific needs.  

If there is a need for additional support, (for example, to boost your child’s literacy or maths) your 
child’s teacher will use QFT (Quality First Teaching) and strategies in class to specifically support 
learning. In this case your child will not be put on the SEND register but may be monitored closely on 
an Aware Register.  

 

https://www.durweston.dorset.sch.uk/inclusion
https://www.durweston.dorset.sch.uk/inclusion


…ctd 

Arrangements for 
consulting 
parents of 
children with 
SEN/D  and 
involving them in 
their child’s 
education 

If after QFT, and a short phase of interventions, your child has not made progress, then it may be 
necessary to place them on the SEND Register. This means that your child may require a significant 
intervention spanning over a longer period of time and/or the involvement of outside agencies. A 
meeting will be held with you enabling you to go through the Learning Journey, which identifies clear 
targets for your child to achieve. A copy is also sent home so that support can continue in the home 
environment. We follow an assess-plan-do-review structure and your child’s progress is regularly 
reviewed to ensure the support is making a positive impact on their progress.  

The Learning Journey is formally reviewed three times a year at a mutually convenient time. However, 
it is not necessary for teachers to wait for a formal review meeting before reviewing and, if 
appropriate, making changes to teaching approaches and other provision. Similarly, if parents /carers 
feel that they wish to discuss the Learning Journey before Parent’s evening then please do make an 
appointment with the class teacher or the SENDCo.  

If your child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC plan), these outcomes will be placed on the 
Learning Journey and your child will work towards these. A statutory Annual Review meeting will be 
arranged with yourselves and any other professional that is available and involved in supporting your 
child. 

Your child’s progress will be reviewed against any individual targets and any further provision will be 
discussed. The discussion will also involve how you, the parent, can help with supporting your child. 
This is in addition to the regular and on-going review of support which is undertaken for all children 
who have an EHC Plan.  

If your child is not receiving SEND support and you are concerned, please contact your child’s class 
teacher in the first instance or the SENDCo.  

Arrangements for 
assessing and 
reviewing 
children and 
young people’s 
progress towards 
outcomes, 
including the 
opportunities 
available to work 
with parents and 
young people as 
part of this 
assessment and 
review 

If your child is placed on the SEND Register, or if a child has an EHC Plan, they will have a Learning 
Journey. We use a combination of approaches to assess these include The Salford Reading Test, 
Phonics, NFER’s and S.A.T papers. The assessment will depend on the child, age and Key Stage. Once 
these have been completed, new outcomes can be decided and steps to these planned. These then go 
on to the Learning Journeys. During each term, the achievements and steps of success are recorded 
onto the Learning journeys.  Once your child has met the outcomes, new ones can be decided upon. 
Once the Learning Journeys have been set up, there is an opportunity for you as parents/carers to add 
to this or make changes. There is also an opportunity each term to meet with the SENDCo to discuss 
the Learning Journey. At the end of each term the steps to success and outcomes achieved are 
highlighted and current outcomes displayed. Parents/Carers have copies of these.  

If your child has an EHC Plan, the outcomes will be taken from this and placed onto the Learning 
Journey. The above process then applies.  

How do children 
and young 
people with 
SEND engage in 
activities 
available with 
children and 
young people in 
the school who 
do not have 
SEND’  

 

Send and Non-SEND children have many opportunities to engage in a range of activities at Durweston. 
For example, at the beginning of the year, there are opportunities to become House Captains, Sport 
Captains, and a member of the School Council. There is also a vote for Head Girl and Head Boy. We 
offer a wide range of clubs and opportunities that creates a fantastic environment for children to 
engage with each other. Activities that have been offered include football, netball, archery, swimming, 
cross-country and orienteering. There is an opportunity for all children to be guinea pig helpers 
throughout the year. Everyone takes part in our school production. 

Pastoral support 
arrangements for 

At the beginning of the year, a child can create a profile, which builds a holistic picture of them for 
adults and professionals who may work with them. This not only gathers the child’s views, but also 



listening to the 
views of children 
and young 
people with 
SEND and 
measures to 
prevent bullying’. 

 

allows other children to share positive comments and qualities about each other. 

As a school, we all take part in Anti- Bullying Week- this year it will take place on- 
 
Monday 11th November - Friday 15th November 2019 
 

 

 

Last year we ran Autism Awareness Week for the first time. This will again be celebrated in the next 
academic year.  

World Autism Awareness Week 30 March - 5 April 2020 

 

ELSA- We have a qualified ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) in school. Parents and teachers 
can refer children to Mrs Plummer for ELSA support. If a child is identified as needing some emotional 
support, an intervention specific to those needs is designed and delivered. 

Our approach to 
teaching children 
and young 
people with 
SEND 

We have high expectations and aspirations for all our children, including those with special educational 
needs and disabilities. We are an inclusive school and all children are given equal opportunities and 
access to the stimulating, broad and balanced curriculum, which we offer. We offer support for a range 
of needs- these currently include; Speech and Language difficulties, Specific Learning Needs, Social, 
Emotional Mental Health issues (SEMH) Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autistic 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Sensory Needs and other specific medical conditions. 

We use a range of strategies and interventions to support our children; 

 Fine motor skills interventions 

 Paired reading 

 Rapid Reading Scheme 

 Precision teaching 

 Phonic booster groups 

 Maths catch up sessions 

 Emotional Literacy sessions (ELSA) 

 Sessions have included- self-esteem, anger management and time to talk 

 Specifically designed timetables, including brain breaks, sensory and self- regulation activities 

 Verbal Feedback 

 Collaborative learning  

 Visual timetables 

 Sensory activities 

 Speech and Language programmes (SALT) 

 Hearing support 

 Parent Family Partnership zone support 

 Specifically tailored resources for some children such as talking tins and sentence writing 
booklets. 

Most of our interventions are timetabled so that our children are part of our inclusive policy, 
occasionally for very specific interventions, children work on an individual basis.  

How adaptations 
are made to the 
curriculum and 
the learning 
environment of 
children and 
young people 

Adaptions have been made to support children with HI (hearing Impairments) by sound proofing the 
classrooms to eliminate unnecessary noise. In school we have a variety of items that support both 
ADHD and sensory needs such a hoki stool, wobble cushions, fiddle toys and sensory socks.  

The curriculum is adapted to meet the individual needs of the child.    



with SEND 

How do we 
ensure that the 
expertise and 
training of staff 
to support 
children and 
young people 
with SEND 
including how 
specialist 
expertise will be 
secured   

The school SENDCo holds a Postgraduate Certificate for SEND in addition to her teaching qualifications. 
She attends regular updates on SEND provision and disseminates this to colleagues as part of their in-
school training. We also send other staff on relevant continuing professional development courses so 
that they are equipped to support children with SEND. Staff are trained in new interventions, which we 
see as beneficial to our children’s needs.  Our ELSA continues to attend supervision sessions that are 
run by Educational Psychologists. 

We have good links with specialist expertise, in the past, we have used SENSS, BSS, OUTREACH, SALT 
specialists, HI Team, CAMHS and we are in regular communication with our Speech and Language 
therapist. They support us to continually support our children.  

How do we 
evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
the provision we 
make for children 
and young 
people with 
SEND?  

Class teachers and other adults responsible for the provision of children with SEND meet regularly to 
discuss progress against planned outcomes. The SENDCo has regular meetings with the Class Teachers 
and Teaching Assistants so that they can discuss the progress of each child and review targets. 
Interventions are measured for impact, these may run from 6-12 weeks. The SENDCo meets with the 
SEND Governor, Bronwen Jones, to discuss and review the Send Action Plan. A report is submitted 
annually to the Governing Body.  

How our school 
involves other 
bodies, including 
health care 
bodies, local 
authorities 
support services 
and voluntary 
organisations, in 
meeting the 
needs of children 
and young 
people’s `send 
and supporting 
their families. 

Within our school we have a 

*Qualified Special Educational Needs Teacher  

*An ELSA support Staff  

Where specialist support is needed we may seek the advice of outside agencies. In the last year we 
have used. 

 Speech and Language 

 Behaviour Support Service (BSS)  

 Dorset Family Partnership 

 Educational Psychologist 

 SENSS support 

 OUTREACH 

Other services available are; 

 Occupational Therapist 

 Special Educational Needs and Disability Information Advice and Support Service 
(SENDIASS) 

If there is a needs assessment being applied for (EHC Plan), then the local authority and SEND Planning 
Co-coordinator are involved in this process and this partnership continues as long as the EHC Plan is 
with the child.  

Arrangements for 
supporting 
children and 
young people 
who are looked 
after by the Local 
Authority and 
have SEND 

Children and young people, who are looked after by the Local Authority and have SEND, are closely 
monitored using a Learning Journey. There are regular meetings where reviews of the Learning 
Journeys take place. We now have close links with Virtual Schools who support us and work closely 
with the children and families.  

In the past the responsibility for looked-after children or previously looked-after children has been the 
task of two different people in the school. From this year the SENDCo will oversee both of these 
responsibilities.   

Arrangements for 
supporting 
children and 
young people in 

As part of our school ethos, we aim to build positive attitudes to learning and teach life skills to our 
children. Our ‘Learning dinosaurs’ are part of the children’s daily lives in school and support them by 
encouraging and teaching new skills such as; courage, resilience, kindness and ‘have a go’.  



moving between 
phases of 
education and in 
preparing for 
adulthood. 

Towards the end of each school year, class teachers meet to share information to help make transition 
from one year group into another as seamless as possible for all pupils. Children experience some time 
with their new class teachers. For children with SEND, this may be specifically tailored support. It might 
include; increased visits to the next school to initiate familiarisation with a new environment and begin 
to develop a relationship with a new class teacher or TA. The child may take photos of the setting and 
or complete a booklet. The completion of a booklet also informs the new class teacher all about 
himself or herself, therefore supporting the transition process. For some children a specific ELSA 
programme will be written and delivered around transition.  

 

What happens 
when parents 
and carers are 
not happy with 
our provision?  

If you are concerned about anything regarding your child, we encourage you to see your child’s class 
teacher in the first instance. Should you wish to discuss your concerns further, you should make an 
appointment to see the SENDCo and/or Head teacher. If this still does not resolve the issue, a formal 
complaint can be made to the Chair of Governors.  Please see the Complaints Policy for more 
information, 

 

What do our 
parents think 
about our SEND 
provision? 

 

To whom it may concern, 
 
Firstly I would like to thank Mrs Brooke, Mrs Kirwin and all the staff at Durweston CE VA 
Primary School for all the support provided to my son.  
 
The SEN support he received was especially helpful in enabling him to fulfil his full potential 
and was something he enjoyed engaging in immensely. 
 
My expectations of the school in every aspect were constantly exceeded. I could not have 
wished for a better environment for not only my child’s education but for his overall wellbeing. 
 
I’m eternally grateful for all of the fantastic memories that I’m sure will stay with Kyle 
throughout his secondary education and beyond. 

Local Offer and 
family 
information link  

Please copy and paste the links below. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-families/sen-and-disability-local-offer/dorsets-local-
offer.aspx 

https://familyinformationdirectory.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/kb5/dorset/fsd/service.page?id=gEAd_aBRX4o 

Report compiled by Mrs Kirwin- SENDCo- September 2019 

 

 

 

https://www.durweston.dorset.sch.uk/parents
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-families/sen-and-disability-local-offer/dorsets-local-offer.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-families/sen-and-disability-local-offer/dorsets-local-offer.aspx
https://familyinformationdirectory.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/kb5/dorset/fsd/service.page?id=gEAd_aBRX4o

