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Proud 
Some of you may have been aware of the Black Lives Matter event held in 
Blandford on Saturday. It was peaceful, socially distanced and organised 
by an ex-Durweston pupil, Emma de Sarum.  Whatever your personal 
opinion, Emma has stood up for hers and did so with love. She embodies 
our vision for all of our children. I am extremely proud to have been her 
teacher.  
 
 
 
 

 
I’m also super proud of our staff this week as they have taken on 
the challenge of on-line teaching.  It is very stressful knowing that 
adults are lurking in the background listening to your every word 
but if it helps engage and include the children at home, we’ll give it 
a go. Please remember that children have to sign in to on-line 
sessions through their Durweston email address and parents need 
to have logged out of their own email address. 
 

It was not only the children in the main school who had lessons delivered 
to their home this week.  All the children in Handy Paws received home 
learning, but theirs was delivered to their door in person by Lyndsay and 
Helen!   What a lovely surprise for the children (and a lovely treat for their 
dads). 
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The year 6s should have been at PGL this week.  To try and 
make up, Ms Johnstone took them off timetable and into 
the great outdoors.  They’ve been building rafts and trying 
them out in the river, making dens in the forest and much, 
much more.  Thank you to Ms Johnstone and Mrs 
Sutherland for organising. 
 
 
 

 
Finally, Mrs De Silva has asked me to mention all of the Dolphins class. They have been working on 
adventure stories this week, adding a paragraph every day to their story of Fergus the Pirate. Mrs De Silva 
has been delighted with the quality of work they have produced. Well done Dolphins!  Please don’t forget to 
keep sending me examples of work that your children are proud of. I do love looking at them and sharing 
them in the newsletter.  
 
Class photos 
 
Not a huge response last week.   After an offer from Mr and Mrs Dickson, I 
had suggested that if you wanted to send in a photo of your child, we could 
stitch them together into class photos.  Last call this week – deadline Friday 
please. 
 
 
 
Sports Day 
 
The next mad plan. It’s almost as if I sit and think each week of a new scheme to plague you with.  This one 
though was the idea of Ms Stirk and Mrs Didier. A virtual Sports Day!  Ms Stirk will be sending out a list of 
running, jumping and throwing events for your child (and you!) to complete at home. If you send these in to 
Ms Stirk jstirk@durweston.dorset.sch.uk , we can compile the results. We might even be able to have a 
virtual assembly celebrating the winners.  If you wanted to send in photos of your child (and you!)  taking 
part in the events, we can put these together too. Go on, you know you want to!  Deadline 6pm on Friday 
please.  
 
 
Classes for Next year And Transition Week 
 
Letters were emailed on Thursday with details of classes for next year and for our planned Transition Week. 
Please make sure you’ve read yours.  Sadly, Mrs Kevern, who would have been working in Seahorses next 
year, has decided to retire after 19 years working at Durweston.  We are currently advertising for someone 
to replace her (very difficult shoes to step in to) but we will also need someone new to run Breakfast Club. Is 
there anyone out there who might be interested?  If so, please ask the office for details.  
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Orienteering Week 
 
Yes, you can still do some orienteering even though we’re not at school. There is an event in Blandford 
taking place this week but you can do it whenever you like.  Children will need a grown up to accompany 
they but  you can do as much or as little as you like.  
 
Print a copy of the Blandford (Stour Meadows) Short Score map from the Wimborne Orienteers sight  here. 
Plan how far and how many controls you think you could run to in an hour, remembering that different 

controls are worth different points – look at the 
key on the map.  Then download the free Map 
Run F app onto your phone and go to the 
start/finish in the M&S carpark marked by the 
triangle on the map.  Select the course and Go to 
Start. The phone will beep when you are in the 
right place!  Then as you run, it beeps as you get 
to each control.  When you have finished, you 
will be able to see where you ran and compare 
your time on the course with others. There will 
lots of people doing the Blandford course this 
week as its part of an informal league. If you’d 
like to do more, there is more information on the 
Wimborne Orienteers site. 
 

 
Apologies for another late newsletter. Home schooling took its toll on the Brooke household again. Hope you 
all enjoyed a work-free Friday! 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a great week! 

 

Nicola Brooke 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@durweston.dorset.sch.uk
http://www.durweston.dorset.sch.uk/
http://www.wimborne-orienteers.org.uk/20%20Club%20Events/MapRun%20Courses/dorset_maprun_training_course.html

