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Durweston CE VA Primary 

School 

 

YEAR 6 

CALCULATION POLICY 
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YEAR 6 

MAIN PRINCIPLES 

 

Addition and subtraction: Children build on their column methods to add and subtract numbers 

with up to seven digits, and they adapt the methods to calculate efficiently and effectively with 

decimals, ensuring understanding of place value at every stage.  

Children compare and contrast methods, and they select mental methods or jottings where 

appropriate and where these are more likely to be efficient or accurate when compared with 

formal column methods.  

Bar models are used to represent the calculations required to solve problems and may indicate 

where efficient methods can be chosen.  

Multiplication and division: Building on their understanding, children develop methods to 

multiply up to 4-digit numbers by single-digit and 2-digit numbers.  

Children develop column methods with an understanding of place value, and they continue to use 

the key skill of unitising to multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 1,000.  

Written division methods are introduced and adapted for division by single-digit and 2-digit 

numbers and are understood alongside the area model and place value. In Year 6, children 

develop a secure understanding of how division is related to fractions.  

Multiplication and division of decimals are also introduced and refined in Year 6. 

Fractions: Children find fractions of amounts, multiply a fraction by a whole number and by 

another fraction, divide a fraction by a whole number, and add and subtract fractions with 

different denominators. Children become more confident working with improper fractions and 

mixed numbers and can calculate with them.  

Understanding of decimals with up to 3 decimal places is built through place value and as 

fractions, and children calculate with decimals in the context of measure as well as in pure 

arithmetic.  

Children develop an understanding of percentages in relation to hundredths, and they 

understand how to work with common percentages: 50%, 25%, 10% and 1%.  
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YEAR 6 

ADDITION 

 

Understand the correct order of 
operations in calculations using the 
BODMAS acronym rule. The order of 
precedence in which mathematical 
operations should be applied is: 
Brackets 
Orders 
Division 
Multiplication 
Addition 
Subtraction 
 
Where orders simply means the 
exponents/powers/indices ie the 
number of times a number is used in 
a multiplication. 83 means 8x8x8 
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YEAR 6 

SUBTRACTION 
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YEAR 6 

MULTIPLICATION 
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YEAR 6 

MULTIPLICATION 
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YEAR 6 

DIVISION 
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A 

YEAR 6 

ADDITION 

 

YEAR 6 

DIVISION 

 

Alternative 

layouts 

   

layouts 

When solving contextual problems involving remainders, the answer to a division calculation must be interpreted carefully to determine 

how to make sense of the remainder. Some questions require the decimal answer to be rounded up to the nearest whole number, some 

require the decimal answer be rounded down to the nearest whole number, and some require the answer be in decimals to exactly 2 

decimal places (eg money questions). 


