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Dear Parents, 
 

And so we’ve rolled around to another holiday. It’s February half-term, which means we’re half 

way through the academic year. A good time to perhaps ask your child how many Headteacher’s 

awards they’ve got so far!  Here at Durweston, children are rewarded for the extra special 

good pieces of work they do in class (each class has a different way of recording these).  When 

they’ve done 10 brilliant pieces of work, they get a Headteacher’s Award; when they’ve got 10 

Headteacher’s Awards, they receive a rare and very special, Platinum Award.  To be on track 

for Platinum, it would be good to have 5 or 6 Headteacher’s Awards already in the bag by this 

point in the year.  All is not lost if you haven’t though – a bit of effort will always reap rewards! 

 

Holiday Club  

Don’t forget we’ve got a holiday club running here on the 16th and 17th – we heard very good 

reports from the one that was run at Christmas.  Here’s the link again if you need it: 

www.premier-education.com/for-families/search-for-activities-near-you/venue/durweston-

cofe-va-primary-school/id/21369 

 

Parents Forum 

A fantastic turn out this morning in the hall.  We discussed playground behaviour, bullying and 

friendship issues, house points, trips and Mrs Wesley-Barker.  It was decided to try running a 

Book Swap every half term, as it had gone so well at Book Week. Mrs Whittaker is going to help 

organise.  

 

Attendance 

Class This Week This half term Whole 

school 

this 

week 

Whole 

school 

this year 
Starfish 96.46% 93.66% Poor 

Dolphins  

99.29% 

96.81% Very good 

Seahorses 94.78% 97.67% Outstanding  

97.05% 

 

96.42% Sharks 99.30% 96.76% Very good 

Porpoises  

94.81% 

95.57% Needs 

improvement 

 

Well done Seahorses who are currently leading the field with Dolphins and Sharks close on 

their heels.  Porpoises have struggled over the last few hurdles but we’re expecting great 

things from them later in the race; Starfish are lagging behind but we’re certain they will come 

through with a late surge!   
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Hellos and Goodbyes 

Two more new faces in our school recently. Isaac has joined Starfish and Kyle has joined 

Sharks.  We are very much looking forward to getting to know them and their families. Sadly, 

we are also saying good bye to William and Tommy who are moving on to Downlands. We are very 

sorry to be losing them, but wish them the very best of luck in their new school.   

 

Film night at Blandford 

Blandford Parish Church are staging another film night. This time they are showing Big Hero 6 

from 4.30pm – 6.30pm at the Parish Centre on Sunday 12th February. No need to book and a 

suggested family donation of £2. Sounds like a bargain to me.  More information from Rev 

Jonathan Triffit jonathantriffit@icloud.com 

 

Coffee Morning 

Margaret Handy is running tombola at a coffee morning in Durweston Village Hall from 10am to 

12pm on Saturday 25th February. She would welcome any donations of toys to put towards this. 

Donations can be left in the church porch for collection in the afternoons. She would also like 

to invite everyone to come to the coffee morning to get to know the other villagers (and 

perhaps to meet Rowan, our amazing reading dog!) 

 

Get creative? 

If your children fancy something arty next week, you could try one of the days on offer at 

Higher Green Farm Arts (www.highergreenfarmarts.co.uk). Des Alner, who runs the 

workshops, is coming to work with us later in the year. My children have been on several of his 

workshops and always had a great time (and often come back with something lovely to show for 

their efforts). The courses are popular though, so book sooner rather than later. 

Alternatively, I know it’s ridiculously early to be thinking of Christmas but the Royal Mail have 

just launched their competition for Christmas stamp designs.  Two lucky winners will get to see 

their design turned into a first and a second class stamp for Christmas 2017. We have ordered 

an information pack but you can steal a march by having a look at the website  

www.ichild.co.uk/royalmailchristmasstampdesigncompetition/?/royalmail 

Wouldn’t it be great if one of our children’s designs were chosen? 

 

Growth Mindset 

Do you struggle to get your child to try new things?  Do they sometimes give up before they’ve 

even started?  Much is being talked about Growth Mindset at the moment as a way of 

increasing children’s resilience and willingness to give things a go.   It can help academic 

achievement and some people think it can also help with behaviour.  For a simple summary have a 

look here:  www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-try-new-things.  

(Thank you to Mrs Plummer, our Dolphins TA for this link). 
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Sleeping with the Dinosaurs 

Not until after half term but worth booking early as I bet these will be popular! Dinosaur 

Sleepovers are returning to Dorset County Museum in Dorchester, across consecutive Saturday 

nights next month: 4th & 11 March. The sleepovers are fun-filled evenings aimed at families 

with fossil and dinosaur-mad youngsters. They are recommended for children aged 7 and up, 

with allowances made for younger siblings. 

 

Tickets are £15 per person and include a full line-up of evening activities including Jurassic-

themed arts and crafts, games, a torch-lit mystery tour and a choice of films. There'll also be 

hot chocolate and biscuits, breakfast on Sunday morning, and tea and coffee for grown-ups. 

 

Bring your sleeping bag and torch and sleep wherever you like in the museum, maybe even next 

to the fearsome pliosaur skull! I’m almost tempted….. (Thank you to Mrs Gedye, our Starfish TA 

for letting us know about this) 

 

Thank you to everyone for your continued support of the school. Have a lovely half term. If you 

can, try to have a rest and recharge your batteries. Get rid of those gruesome tummy bugs and 

come back ready for loads more learning.  See you on the 20th February – it’ll be here sooner 

than you think! 

 

Nicola Brooke  

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

New dates added in bold 
Monday 13th – Friday 17th February HALF TERM  

Monday 20th February   Children return to school 

Tuesday 28th February, 9.30am Shroving in the village – more information to follow!  

Tuesday 7th and Thursday 9th March Parents meetings  

Thursday 23rd March Spring welly walk  

Friday 31st March, 9am  Open morning  

Friday 31st March, 3.30pm   Craft Sale to raise money for Syrian refugees 

Thursday 6th April Easter Communion service     

Thursday 6th April END OF TERM 

Friday 7th April TRAINING DAY  
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