
 

Porpoises Autumn 2020 
‘Feed the mind, nurture the spirit, free the imagination’ 

Stand true in what you believe. Be courageous, be strong. And do everything with love.  1 Corinthians  16: 13-14 

Welcome 
Welcome back to school after such a strange time. We are very excited to be back in full classes again and the children are already all settling back into the “new” school life well.  I am 
enjoying getting to know the new faces as well as those I worked with last year.  My name is Miss Johnstone and I am the class teacher. Mrs Sutherland is our class Teaching Assistant.  
On the next page you will find the learning we plan to do this term. Mrs Brooke will be teaching Porpoises on a Thursday afternoon.   
Miss Johnstone 

Communication 
At this time, we are still unable to meet face to face so please 
email me with any questions or queries: 
cjohnstone@durweston.dorset.sch.uk  
In the case of an urgent message, please contact the school 
office.  
Please ensure that we have up to date email and phone 
contacts for this purpose.  

Uniform and PE Kits 
Monday – PE Kit please including trainers and 
hoodie. Children should wear all of this to school, we 
will not be changing in school and so PE bags are not 
needed.  
Tuesday – Friday  - Full school uniform.  
 
We also ask at this time that uniform is clean each 
day to help with our cleaning procedures.  

Key Dates 
9

th
 October – You will receive the termly topic homework.  

15
th

 October – Individual photographs  
22

nd
/23

rd
 October – Parent/Teacher meetings 

23
rd

 October – Training Day 
26

th
 October – Half Term Week 

13
th

 November – Welly Walk (PM)  
23

rd
 November – Open Afternoon to showcase homework.  

18
th

 December – School closes at 1pm 

Homework – Reading 
All children are expected to read a minimum of 5 times per 
week at home and record this in their reading record book. 
This has been demonstrated in school.  
At least once per week they should respond to their reading 
using one of the VIPERS ideas in the front of their reading 
record. Reading homework should be completed weekly and 
checked on a Friday.  

Homework – Spelling  
All children have an EdShed log in which they should 
use to access Spelling Shed as often as possible. They 
will have assignments to complete to match the 
words they are currently learning. They will receive 
their spelling words on a Monday also with a task 
that they should do at home. This will be checked on 
a Friday. Children will be tested the following 
Monday.  

Homework – Maths 
Using their EdShed log in, children will be allocated assignments. They 
can complete the assignment more than once in order to practise the 
skill involved. Practice makes perfect! 
During daily class work, the children will identify key arithmetic skills 
that they need to practise also.  
It is also helpful to discuss and share tasks at home that reinforce: 
telling the time and reading timetables, reading scales and coin/note 
recognition/finding change from amounts of money.  

Amazon Wishlist for books.  
This year each class has carefully created a wish list on Amazon. This is a wish list of books which I would like to add to our class library and which we would use to inspire and support the 
children’s learning.  If you feel you would like to and are able to purchase something on our behalf, please click on the link below, which will take you to the list. 
 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1CEHSSXFPWM3L?ref_=wl_share 
If you find something you would like to purchase - just add it to your basket and follow the same process as if you were ordering something for yourself. The items will be delivered directly to 
our school.  Thank you in advance for your kind generosity. 
We are also very happy to place a book plate inside the front cover to acknowledge your kind donation. 
Just a suggestion – Not compulsory!!  
If you sign up to easyfundraising ( https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/durwestoncevaprimaryschool/ ) then we will receive money for our school also!  
Here are some further book ideas,  many of which are in the class library already:  
https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-6  
https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-5  

mailto:cjohnstone@durweston.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1CEHSSXFPWM3L?ref_=wl_share
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/durwestoncevaprimaryschool/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-6
https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-5


 

Porpoises Plan Autumn 2020 

English Maths 
Reading 
We will be looking at vocabulary choices,  
inference, prediction, explaining, retrieval of information, sequencing and summarising. 
(VIPERS) This will be done through a variety of whole class texts. 
 
Spelling 

 Words ending in -ious, -cious 

 Words ending -cial and -tial 

 Words ending in -ant, =ance 

 Words ending in -able and -ible 

 Words ending in -ably and -ibly 

 Year 5/6 Statutory Words 
 
Some children will follow an individual plan for spelling. 
 
Writing 
We will be completing different writing tasks based on the books Here We Are, The Man 
Who Walked The Towers, The Arrival, King Kong and The Promise. These will include writing 
letters, a biography, character descriptions, newspaper reports and a persuasive speech. We 
will also be focusing on neat and clear presentation as well as using joined and legible  
handwriting. 
 
Grammar and Punctuation 

 Relative Clauses 

 Parenthesis 

 Passive Voice  

 Layout Devices 

 Modal Verbs 

 Colons  

 Bullet Points 

 

Year 5 

  Numbers to 1,000,000 

 Rounding to 10, 100, 1000 

 Roman Numerals 

 Negative Numbers 

 Adding and subtracting numbers with more than 4 digits – with and without exchange 

 Inverse operations using addition and subtraction 

 Multi-step addition and subtraction problems 

 Reading and interpreting line graphs 

 Reading tables and timetables 

 Numbers – multiples, factors, prime, square, cube 

 Multiply and divide by 10, 100, 1000 

 Perimeter and Area 
 
Year 6  

 Numbers to 10,000,000 

 Rounding to 10, 100, 1000 

 Negative Numbers 

 Add and subtract numbers with more than 4 digits – with and without exchange 

 Multiply 4 digits by 1 digit 

 Multiply by 2 digits (long multiplication)  

 Divide by 1 digit – with and without remainders 

 Divide by 2 digits (long division)  

 Numbers – factors, multiples, prime, square, cube, BODMAS 

 Fractions – equivalent, simplify, compare and order, +, -, x, ÷ 

 Co-ordinates in 4 quadrants 

 Translations and Reflections  

 

 

History 1 – The Shang Dynasty History 2 – The Trojan Horse: Historical Fact, Geography 



 
Investigate the past through the context of Ancient China 
and The Shang Dynasty through enquiry questions: 

 What was odd about the dragon bones that Wang Yirong 
bought? 

 What do the engraved bones tell us about the beliefs of 
the Shang? 

 Why do we know so much about how some people lived 
at the time of the Shang and hardly anything about 
others? 

 Rise and Fall – How did the reign of King Cheng Tang 
compare with that of King Di Xin? 

 What made Fu Hao stand out from the crowd? 

legend or classical myth? 
Investigate the past regarding the emergence of powerful cities 
using the context of The Trojan Horse through enquiry questions: 

 What exactly is the story of The Trojan Horse? 

 What evidence exists to authenticate the story of The Trojan 
Horse?  

 What other explanations could there be for the origin of the 
story? 
 

 

Investigate the continents of Asia and Europe  

 Name and locate countries within Asia and 
Europe 

 Name and locate major waters around Asia 
and Europe 

 Locate the continents of Asia and Europe 
within a variety of world maps. 

 Compare the climate and land in Asia and 
Europe.  

 

Science 1 – Illustrating Life Cycles 
 Sexual reproduction in flowering plants 

 Asexual reproduction in plants 

 Insect and Amphibians 

 Mammalian and Birds 

 Life Cycles from around the world 

 Meeting Natural Scientists 

Science 2 – Material Consultants 
 Properties of wood, glass, metals and plastics 

 Thermal insulators 

 Strength and transparency of materials for packaging 

 Waterproof, hardness and lightweight materials 

 Electrical conductivity 

 Soundproofing 

Art 
 Chinese art – willow pattern plates, clay dragons, 

calligraphy. 

 2D Pictures with a 3D effect - Horses 

 

RE (Mrs Brooke)  
 What does it mean if God is holy and loving? 

 How can following God bring freedom and justice? 

Music (Mrs Brooke) 
 Happy by Pharell Williams – singing, playing instruments, 

improvising and performing.  

 Harvest and Christmas singing (hopefully)  

 

French – That’s Tasty   (Mrs Brooke)  
 Food and Drink 

 Listen and respond to questions 

 Write simple sentences using key vocabulary 

 Take part in role play situations.  

Computing 
 Digital Citizenship and Technology 

 Creating Games 

DT 
 Building Frame Structures to make a 

kite 

PE 
 Orienteering 

 Gymnastics 

 Daily Mile  

Health 
 Thinking Positive 

 

Environmental Issues 
 Whale Hunting in Asia 

School Values 
 Courage – Discussing the courage shown by people in the past in difficult 

situations.  

 Compassion – Learning about people around the world and their lives. 

 Joy – Sharing our success and achievements together. 

Global Learning/Philosophy/British Values 
We will discuss Current Events through watching Newsround, reading 
First News and looking at Picture News (weekly online resource) to 
discuss themes and questions as they are identified by the children. 

 


