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15th September 2017   NEWSLETTER      PL02 17/18 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
PTA treats already! 
 

 
 
Firstly a huge thank you to the PTA for organising Thursday’s falconry display.  It was amazing to see 
Minnie the Harris hawk swoop over the children’s heads not just once, but time and time again.  The 
children clearly loved seeing him fly.  Later, in their class groups, they had the chance to meet Vogue, 
the gyrfalcon and to stroke Elvis, the eagle owl.  It was a fabulous morning not least because it gave 
me the chance to hold the hawk on my wrist – an unforgettable experience.  The hawks were 
provided by John from Hawks in the Forest, a company based at Moors Valleys that organises walks 
with hawks. More details here:  https://www.hawksintheforest.co.uk 
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Cycle to Work Day 
 

 
 

A small but intrepid band of children, parents and staff gathered at the church in Stourpaine on 
Wednesday to celebrate Cycle to Work day.  It was lovely to see the bike shelter full of bikes and was 
good practice for when they close the bridge later in the year.  
 
Book bags 
Many thanks to all of the older children who have ‘recycled’ their books bags and handed them into 
the office.  These have now been replaced by a plastic wallet for letters etc that they can keep in 
their school bag.  
 
Bringing back conkers? 
Opinions please. Dylan in Sharks has lots of conkers that he would like to bring in to school so that he 
and his friends can play with them.  His mum is happy to put string in them.  I have suggested that 
this could be a Golden Time activity for a small number of children.  Please let me know if you think 
this is a dreadful idea.   Interestingly, after making this decision, I received this in my inbox 
https://www.rospa.com/lets-talk-about/2017/august/health-and-safety-in-schools/  
 
Not just conkers 
We do have a nature table in the library in school that needs contributions!  If you come across 
anything ‘natural’ that you think we might be interested in looking at, we’d love to see it.   
 
To charge or not to charge? 
I’ve heard from a few parents this week who disagree with our decision to charge for teacher-run 
clubs.  Perhaps we could we discuss it further at a Parent Forum?  How about 2.45pm on Wednesday 
20th September?  And for those of you who can’t make it, perhaps you’d like to complete the slip at 
the bottom of the letter and hand it into the office.  Please do bring other items you would like to 
discuss to the meeting as well. 
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Murder Mystery Evening  
After the success of last year’s event, the PTA have arranged for The Valley Players to visit 
Durweston again this year, this time to perform ‘Til Death Do Us Part’.  I’m sure anyone who came 
last year will be first in line for tickets so don’t hang about if you think you’d like to come.  I enjoyed 
it so much I’ve persuaded my husband to come!   
 
Thinking about Christmas 
I am sorry to mention the ‘C’ word this early in the term, but we’ve realised that the Blandford 
Lantern Festival this year clashes with our Key Stage 2 Carol Service on Wednesday 13th December.  
Because we are breaking up earlier this year, we don’t have the flexibility to change the date. Please 
could I ask that children in Sharks and Porpoises prioritise our carol service instead of the Lantern 
Parade?  It is such a special event in our school year. Nearer the time we will send out a letter asking 
you to confirm whether or not your child is coming. I’m really hoping they will. 
 
Interested in being a governor? 
We need a new parent governor.  Governors meet once a month to discuss the business of the 
school and help make sure we are doing the best we can.  Lots of training is provided.  Whilst it is not 
without its demands, it can be a really interesting role.  If you think you might be interested, please 
let the office know. 
 
Next week 
Don’t forget clubs start next week, as does swimming for Seahorses. Our new PE providers are 
coming in on Wednesday to work with Sharks and Porpoises – don’t forget your shin pads and gum 
shields.  Harvest Festival is approaching so I expect there will be some practising going on too. A 
quiet week (although last time I said that, OFSTED rang!) 
 
Have a great weekend everyone 
 
 
Nicola Brooke 
 

After-School teacher run clubs 
 

I am happy to pay the £10 charge □        I disagree with the £10 charge □ 
 
Comment:_________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Dates for Your Diary 

New dates added in bold 
Monday 18th September   CLUBS START THIS WEEK 
Tuesday 19th September   Sharks Climbing wall trip 
Tuesday 19th September, 3pm  Starfish reading workshop    
Wednesday 20th September, 8.50am              Seahorses swimming lessons start at  

Blandford Leisure Centre 
Wednesday 20th September, 2.45pm Parent Forum meeting  
Thursday 21st September, 6pm  The Blandford School Open Evening 
Monday 25th September   Dorset Music Service lessons start this week  
Tuesday 26th September   Sharks Climbing wall trip 
Thursday 28th September   National Poetry Day 
Friday 29th September,9.30am  Harvest Festival at the St Nicholas Church  
Saturday 30th September, 7pm  PTA Murder Mystery Evening, Durweston Village Hall 
Thursday 5th October, 9am   Welly Walk 
Mon 23rd – Fri 27th October    HALF TERM 
Monday 30th October   Children return to school 
Tuesday 6th November   Parent’s Evening week 
Thursday 16th November   Individual school photos 
Friday 17th November    Children in Need 
Tuesday 12th December, 2pm  KS1 Nativity 
Wednesday 13th December, 6pm  KS2 Carol service  
Friday 15th December     END OF TERM  
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