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Dear Parents, 

 

Well, we redid the snow chain and got all excited by the weather forecast only to wake up this 

morning to…. 

 

….NO SNOW.   

 

Bother. 

 

Should we ever be lucky enough to get some snow, we do strive to keep the school open, but it 

depends on how many of our staff can make it in.  Not everyone is local which can make things 

difficult (I have failed to be able to get in from Wareham in the past.)   We aim to make a 

decision by 7am and will send a text as soon as we can. We also tell Heart radio, who then make 

regular broadcasts.  

 

Wonderful children, again! 

Twice already this term we have been told how lovely our children are.  Last Friday, at the 

Swimming Gala, not only were the children impeccably behaved but parents also commented on 

how sporting the children from Durweston were.  Apparently they made sure they cheered 

everyone on, even if they themselves were no longer competing.  Really good to hear.  

 

On Thursday, Porpoises went to the Blandford School for an Arts Workshop.  Again, more than 

one person commented on their superb behaviour and on Thursday afternoon we received this 

email:  “Just a note to say how fantastic the students were today – really engaged for the 

whole time. Congratulations to them all on outstanding concentration, effort and outcomes.”  

Thank you Porpoises and Sharks for, once again, being such fantastic ambassadors for our 

school. We are really looking forward to seeing your artwork when it is delivered to school next 

week.  

 

Eat Well for Less in Durweston? 

Now I have to admit this is one of our favourite TV programmes so imagine my delight when we 

received this email: 

 

Hi there, 

I hope you’re well? I am writing from the hit BBC One prime time series ‘Eat Well For Less?’ 

because we are currently in production with a brand new series of the show. My reason for 

writing is that applications are now open and we are currently on the lookout for fun and lively 

families who would love to save some money on their weekly shop and eat more healthily.  
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We would love it if you would be willing to share some information with your staff and parents 

in case any of them would like to apply? I’ve popped some information about the series below 

for you. The show follows Masterchef’s Gregg Wallace & award winning greengrocer Chris Bavin 

on a mission to prove that it is possible for families to save money on their food budget without 

scrimping on taste and nutrition.  They hope that by analysing the shopping habits of UK 

families, they can help to show where we can source the best and cheapest quality food. 

Eating healthily and to a budget is something we feel affects most of us and we’d be really 

grateful if you could help us spread the word about the new series amongst your families and 

staff by perhaps circulating a flyer or sharing something in a newsletter. I can send over a soft 

copy of the flyer or we can post paper copies early next week. If you think you know any 

families/households that may be interested in appearing on the programme, please do pass on 

our details. 

 

Do let me know if you need any further information. 

Thanks so much and I look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Kind regards,  

The Eat Well For Less Team 

 

Anyone else up for it?  (Do you think that, in order to enter, they need your husband to have 

actually finished building your kitchen?) 

 

Staying safe 

The SafeWise Safety Centre in Bournemouth is holding an Open Day on the Wednesday of half 

term (Wednesday 15th February; 10.00am – 3.00pm) in order to help children to become more 

safety-conscious and to learn about everyday safety. Families will be able to complete a free 

self-guided tour (in the style of a fun safety-themed treasure hunt) of the SafeWise indoor 

village and volunteers will be on-hand at key locations to answer questions and to help children 

identify the potential hazards. Dorset Police, the RNLI and Dorset and Wiltshire Fire & Rescue 

Service will also be present to chat to families about how to stay safe online, at the beach, in 

the home and whilst out and about. No booking is required. The safety centre can be found at 

Unit 1 Roundways, Elliott Road, Bournemouth, BH11 8JJ. For more information about the 

SafeWise charity, take a look at www.safewise.org . 

 

Attendance 

I’ve been looking at the data for this term so that I can present it to Governors and I was 

really, really impressed to learn that Seahorses, Sharks and Porpoises classes all had 

Outstanding attendance last term.   
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Well done and thank you to all of you for just keeping on coming in. Dolphins were Good; 

Starfish not so much, but then we do have quite a lot of children in school who are not yet 5, so  

I think we can make a few allowances.  

 

And look at this week: 

Starfish 90.91% 

Dolphins 100% 

Seahorses  100% 

Sharks 99.6% 

Porpoises 99.1% 

 

Wow!!!!  We’re going to have to have some sort of special celebration if this keeps up. 

 

The term to come 

Lots of information from class teachers is coming out in book bags today so please do take a 

minute to have a look.  New homework grids have been created so time to get your thinking hats 

on. Last term’s homework sharing open morning was such a great event that we’re planning 

another one for the 31st March.  I’m already looking forward to it! 

 

PE kit 

A gentle reminder that PE kit needs to be in everyday please. White t-shirts, black shorts and 

trainers and at this time of year, a pair of black tracksuit bottoms are a good idea and a spare 

school jumper to wear on top. If as many items as possible could be named, it always helps make 

sure lost items find their way back to their owners. 

 

And finally… 

How about a Parent’s Forum meeting at 9.15am on Friday 10th February? You could stay on 

afterwards to see our regular Friday celebration assembly. 

 

Still hoping it might snow at the weekend  

 

Nicola Brooke 
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Dates for Your Diary 

 

Tuesday 17th January, 3.30pm STEM club starts 

Wednesday 18th January, 3.30pm French and Spanish clubs start 

Monday 30th Jan – Friday 3rd February Book fair in school all week   

Wednesday 1st February, 6pm Books at bedtime 

Friday 10th February, 9.15am Parent Forum meeting followed by celebration 

assembly in the school hall 

Monday 13th – Friday 17th February HALF TERM  

Monday 20th February Children return to school 

Tuesday 28th February, 9.30am Shroving in the village – more information to follow!  

Tuesday 7th and Thursday 9th March Parents meetings  

Friday 31st March, 9am  Open morning  

Thursday 6th April END OF TERM 

Friday 7th April TRAINING DAY  
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