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Governors are mindful of their duties under the Equality Act 2010 and 

have screened this document to ensure compliance with the law 

INTENT 

Our aim at Durweston is to cover the National Curriculum for History but also to ensure that our 

children have:  

• A passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their sense of 
curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why people interpret the past in different 
ways.  

• An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events, and contexts from a range of historical 
periods and of historical concepts and processes. 

• The ability to think critically about history and communicate ideas very confidently in styles 
appropriate to a range of audiences. 

• The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using 
detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence derived from a range of sources. 

• The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, formulating and refining questions 
and lines of enquiry.  

• A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their 
explanations and judgments. 

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 

Our curriculum planning ensures regular, progressive access to History for all children irrespective of 

gender, race, creed or disability.  

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and we provide 
suitable learning opportunities for all by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. 
We achieve this through a range of strategies: 

• setting tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 

• setting tasks of increasing difficulty, where not all children complete all tasks; 

• providing a range of challenges with different resources; 

• having more adults support the work of individual children or small groups 
 
 

Planning 

Our planning is based on Connected History, an enquiry-based scheme of work written by expert 

primary Historian David Weatherly.  It is organised into a 2-year rolling plan that ensures coverage of 

the National Curriculum and caters for our mixed-age classes.  We begin in KS1 by thinking about 

what makes people and events historically significant before embarking on the history of Britain in 

LKS2. In UKS2, we introduce studies of ancient civilisations.  

Productive links with other subjects should be exploited wherever possible, especially with drama 

and writing.  
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Starfish What was life like when we were very young? ELG 13 Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and that of family members.  

KS1 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing 
and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of evens. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different 
ways in which it is represented 
Pupils should be taught about:  

 changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life  

 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally (for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries) 

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I 
and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence 
Nightingale and Edith Cavell]  

 significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 Year A content Year B Content 

Dolphins What does it take to become 
a great explorer? /Who is 
the greatest history maker? 

Introducing the concept of 
significance and the relative 
importance of evidence.  Also 
encouraging reflection on 
achievement in the context of a 
particular period in history. 

Local History A selection from 
 Mary Anning; the Tolpuddle Martyrs; Durweston 
and Gallipoli, The Great Fire of Blandford and the 
Great Fire of London, the history of the railway in 
Durweston 
 

Introducing/reinforcing the concept of significance 
and locality. Understanding the connections 
between local, national and international history 

KS2 
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the use of 
historical terms. They should address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful 
selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.  
 
Pupils should be taught about:  

 changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  

 the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  

 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots  

 the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor  

 a local history study 

 a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066  

 the achievements of the earliest civilizations  

 Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world  

 a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history  

(Mayans are covered in Seahorses as part of their Geography unit in year B) 
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 Year A Content Year B Content 

Seahorses How did the lives of Britons 
change during the Stone 
Age? What is the secret of 
the Standing Stones? 
 
Local History – Stonehenge 

Understanding prehistory as 
opposed to history. Looking at 
the evidence contained in 
artefacts. Concepts of continuity 
and change, especially  with 
regard to the change brought 
about by the move to farming. 

How do artefacts help us understand the lives of 
people in Iron Age Britain? How did the arrival of 
the Romans change Britain? 
 
Local History – Maiden Castle, Hod Hill 

Again, understanding prehistory/history and 
looking at evidence contained in artefacts. 
Understanding the significance of metal-smelting 
skills, creation of coinage and the appearance of 
writing 

Sharks What did the Vikings want in 
Britain and how did Alfred 
stop them getting it? 
 
Local History - Wessex 

Distinguishing historical fact from 
myth, folklore and legend. 
Concept of legacy 

Who were the Anglo Saxons and how do we know 
what was important to them? 
 
Local History - Wareham 

Evaluating the accuracy of popular reconstructions 
of historical events.  Anglo legacy in place names 
and settlements. 

Porpoises  
 

The Story of the Trojan Horse: 
historical fact or classical myth? 
 
 
 
 
 
 How did a pile of dragon bones 
help to solve an Ancient 
Chinese mystery? 

 

Concept of the city state. Causes 
and consequences. Reflect on the 
nature of evidence – written, 
visual and archaeological. 
Revisiting fact and myth from 
Sharks.  
 The nature of evidence – what it 
can and can’t tell you. 
Comparisons with Bronze Age 
artefacts. Monarchy  
 

Why did Britain once rule the largest Empire the world 
has ever seen? 
 
Why was winning the Battle of Britain in 1940 so 
important? What was the impact of WW2 on our 
local area? 
 
 

Revisit ideas of Empire (Roman). Expansion and 
decline. Legacy 
 
Examine a wide range of historical sources. ‘What 
if’ speculation 

 

Threshold concepts (the things children will find difficult) and which are addressed in every unit 

1. Knowledge - why are some things are more important than others; how they compare; not just stereotypical images 

2. Sequencing/chronology -a sense of what belongs in different periods and societies; and that even with societies such as the Romans or Greeks, things were dynamic 

and evolving 

3. Cause and effect – people in the past were not stupid! People in the past could not see what was happening to them with the clarity we see things today. If they 

knew what we know now, things could have turned out differently 

4. Using sources and evidence – what can sources tell us? What can’t they tell us? How reliable are they?  

5. Interpretations – ability to distinguish between fact, opinion and judgements 
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Retention of Knowledge: non-negotiables 

Every class must have a timeline that shows historical facts learnt in previous years and adds those learnt in that year. This should remain on display throughout the year 

and referred to whenever possible. 

The enquiry questions should be displayed at the start of the topic. During the term, the class and teacher will co-construct a mind map each week to show the learning in 

each lesson.  This should be displayed on a working wall (along any other important facts or concepts). At the end of the topic, the children could try and reconstruct their 

mind map as a means of assessing their learning. This and the class mind map might be photographed and stuck in each child’s books as a reminder for the children and as 

information for the next teacher as to what was taught. 

In order to track coverage, each child’s History book needs to have an overview sheet (see Appendix 1) that can be coloured in at the completion of a unit. These will enable 

class teachers to identify gaps in learning and plan catch-up lessons accordingly.  

Please remember that every History session should start with or include some reading of a non-fiction historical text. 

Homework 

At half term, each class teacher produces a sheet of activities linked to the topic for the children to complete at home. At the end of term, these are shared at an Open 

afternoon or morning.
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Assessment 

Marking in History should follow the school’s Marking and Feedback Policy.  

We assess the children's work in History against the outcomes described in the Scheme of Work.  Observations made inform future planning and enable the 

teacher to record each child as being Below ARE; Just Below ARE; ARE or GD on our tracking system. An annual assessment of progress and attainment in History is 

part of each child's annual report to parents.  

Resources 

The Connect History Schemes of Work and resources are available here: 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm&ogbl#search/CS/FMfcgxwBWKQwkmwNpdXMbJtNdldCchpk 
 
Rising Stars resources (See Appendix 2) are available here: https://my.risingstars-uk.com/Default.aspx?cid=197799&ut=5f7t8  
 
There are a range of books and resources in the Reef. 
 
We also buy into Somerset Library Service. Each term, each class may order 30 books.  
 
Work in History is recorded in A4+ books that do not have lines. Written work must be done on lined paper and stuck in.  

Monitoring and review 

The co-ordination of the History curriculum is the responsibility of the History subject leader. Each term, the subject leader will monitor planning to make sure it 
follows the long-term plan and support colleagues in their teaching.  Work in books will be scrutinized regularly through the year as part of our monitoring of 
writing. At the end of the year, they will write an action plan based on their findings. 

 

This policy will be reviewed every four years. 

 

Autumn 2019 NB 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm&ogbl#search/CS/FMfcgxwBWKQwkmwNpdXMbJtNdldCchpk
https://my.risingstars-uk.com/Default.aspx?cid=197799&ut=5f7t8
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Appendix 1 

Name                                                                                                                                                                                                                              History Coverage Record Sheet 

Please colour the topics as you complete them.   

 Dolphins  Seahorses  Sharks  Porpoises  

Year A What does it take to 
become a great 
explorer? 
Who is the greatest 
history maker? 

How did the lives of 
Britons change during 
the Stone Age? What 
is the secret of the 
Standing Stones? 

What did the Vikings 
want in Britain and 
how did Alfred stop 
them getting it? 

How did a pile of 
dragon bones help to 
solve an Ancient 
Chinese mystery? 
The Story of the 
Trojan Horse: 
historical fact or 
classical myth? 

Year B Local history 
Mary Anning 
The Tolpuddle 
Martyrs 
Durweston and WW1 
The Great Fire of 
London and the Great 
Fire of Blandford 

How do artefacts 
help us understand 
the lives of people in 
Iron Age Britain? 
How did the arrival of 
the Romans change 
Britain? 

Who were the Anglo 
Saxons and how do 
we know what was 
important to them? 

Local history 
Revisit year 1 topics 
 
Why was winning the 
Battle of Britain in 
1940 so important? 
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Appendix 2 

Rising Stars History units available to support the Connect History scheme of work 

 

In future years, we may consider changing the delivery of History and Geography to have half a term of each in Autumn and Spring.  In this case, Sharks year A 

could cover both Saxons and Vikings and Year B could be Ancient civilisations – Shang Dynasty and Ancient Greece.  Porpoises could then do the Battle of Britain 

and local history in year A and British Empire and local history in year B.   Alternatively, they could catch up on units missed in previous years.  


